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Training of justice professionals on EU law - 
General questionnaire

Fields marked with * are mandatory.

Introduction

European judicial training in the Union is currently implemented by national and Union level actors 
according to a , which set specific objectives for strategy adopted by the European Commission in 2011
the training of justice professionals to be reached by 2020. A number of lessons learnt and new 
developments since 2011 require analysis in order to evaluate the current strategy in relation to its 
original objectives and to the new training needs that arose during its implementation. The of evaluation 
the strategy will also help prepare its updating and suggest  if needed. This questionnaire is new avenues
part of a wide consultation to gather stakeholders' views and analysis, in order to feed in this process.

Any person interested in the topic may reply to the questionnaire: justice professionals, training providers, 
networks of justice professionals, public authorities, citizens, academics, consultants, and others, whether 
they act at local, regional, national or EU-level.

The questionnaire includes questions on the respondent, on training needs on EU law, on training 
activities on EU law and on the scope of the strategy. It takes between 15 and 30 minutes to reply to the 
questionnaire. You do not have to reply to all questions, though it would be appreciated. A document can 
also be uploaded at the end of the questionnaire.

The questions are addressed to a justice professional answering this questionnaire. Other respondents 
may reply to the questions on behalf of the justice profession(s) they represent and/or train.

Should you have any question, please send an email to .JUST-JUDICIAL-TRAINING@ec.europa.eu

Replies should be sent by 26 April 2018. 

Thank you in advance for your participation in the consultation.

Privacy statement

The European Union is committed to user privacy. As this online service collects and further processes 
personal data, it is subject to Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 on the protection of individuals with regard to 
the processing of personal data by the Community institutions and bodies and on the free movement of 

.such data

Received contributions, together with the identity of the contributor, will be published on the Internet, 
unless the contributor objects to the publication of the personal data on the grounds that such publication 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0551
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2017-5430278_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2017-5432247_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32001R0045
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32001R0045
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32001R0045
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would harm his or her legitimate interests. In this case the contribution may be published in anonymous 
form. Otherwise the contribution will not be published nor will, in principle, its content be taken into 
account.

It is important to read the specific privacy statement attached to this consultation for information on how 
your personal data and contribution will be dealt with.

1 Privacy statement in English
 Privacy_Statement_European_Judicial_Training_Consultation.pdf

2 Déclaration de protection des données en français
 Declaration_protection_des_donnees_Consultation_Formation_Judiciaire_Europeenne.pdf

3 Datenschutz-Erklärung auf Deutsch
 Datenschutz_erklarung_Aus-und_Fortbildung_von_Justizbediensteten_im_EU-Recht.pdf

Disclaimer

This questionnaire does not reflect the European Commission’s official position and in no way prejudges 
any decision it may take in the future on the topic of European judicial training. The contributions received 
cannot be regarded as the official position of the Commission and its services and thus do not bind the 
Commission.

About you

* 1 You are replying
As an individual in your personal capacity
In your professional capacity or on behalf of an organisation

* 2 How can your contribution be published?
Note that, whatever option chosen, your answers may be subject to a request for public access to documents 
under .Regulation (EC) N°1049/2001

Your contribution can be published with your personal information.
(I consent to the publication of all information in my contribution in whole or in part including my name or 
my organisation's name, and I declare that nothing within my response is unlawful or would infringe the 
rights of any third party in a manner that would prevent publication)
Your contribution can be published provided that you remain anonymous.
(I consent to the publication of any information in my contribution in whole or in part (which may include 
quotes or opinions I express) provided that it is done anonymously. I declare that nothing within my 
response is unlawful or would infringe the rights of any third party in a manner that would prevent the 
publication.)

* 3 Your first name (full information)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/PDF/r1049_en.pdf
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* 4 Your last name (full information)

* 5 Your title / function (full information)

6 Name of your organisation (full information)

* 7 E-mail address (full information)
If you do not have any email address, please write "Not available".

* 8 Your first name (anonymous)

* 9 Your last name (anonymous)

* 10 Your title / function (anonymous)

11 Name of your organisation (anonymous)

* 12 E-mail address (anonymous)
If you do not have any email address, please write "Not available".

* 13 Please indicate who you are replying as
A justice professional A national, regional or local level body 

representing a specific justice profession
A trainer A European level body representing a specific 

justice profession
A regional or local level training structure A university / faculty
A national-level training structure A trade-union
An EU-level training structure A think-tank / research institute
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A regional or local public body A publishing company
A ministry or national public body A professional consultancy / law firm
A national judicial council or equivalent An NGO
A government enforcement authority (e.g. 
ombudsman)

A citizen

An equality body dealing with anti-discrimination 
law and gender equality law

A private company

An EU level public body Other
An international level public body

* 14 Please specify

15 Is your organisation
For profit
Not for profit

* 16 Which profession do you belong to?
Judge Lawyer Legal translator or 

interpreter
Other

Prosecutor Notary Court expert Not 
applicable

Court staff Mediator Prison management and 
staff

Bailiff or enforcement 
officer

Insolvency 
practitioner

Probation officer

* 17 Please specify

18 What are the main areas of law in which you are active?

* 19 Is your organisation registered in the EU Transparency Register?
Yes
No
Not applicable

If your organisation is not registered, , although it is not compulsory to be we invite you to register here
registered to reply to this consultation.
Why a transparency register?

* 20 Please indicate your Register ID number

https://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/ri/registering.do?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/staticPage/displayStaticPage.do?locale=en&reference=WHY_TRANSPARENCY_REGISTER
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21 Please indicate your country of residence / where your organisation has its headquarters
Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Andorra
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Côte D'Ivoire
Cabo Verde
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Croatia
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Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
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Kosovo
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
North Korea
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
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Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Republic of Moldova
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Korea
South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
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Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States of America
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Training needs of justice professionals on EU law and EU 
legal instruments

Please note for all the questions:
Respondents other than individual justice professionals may reply to the questions on behalf of the justice 
profession(s) they represent and/or train.

1 Do you consider that your profession needs training on …
On a scale of 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much).

1 2 3 4 5
I don't 
know

* EU law

* EU judicial cooperation 
instruments

* Law of other Member State

2 Please explain why

3 What is your level of knowledge of…
On a scale of 1 (very low) to 5 (excellent).

1 2 3 4 5
I don't 
know

* EU law
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* EU judicial cooperation 
instruments

* Law of other Member State

4 What are the reasons why there is still a lack of knowledge of EU law (if any)?
(Several answers possible)

Lack of understanding of the relevance of EU law 
for the daily practice

EU law is not integrated systematically into the 
national trainings

Lack of time to attend training Lack of training offer at EU level
Lack of interest Inadequate training offer at EU level
Justice professionals attend training on other topics The EU legislation changes too often
Justice professionals expect EU law to be integrated 
into national trainings

The EU legislation is too complex

Lack of training offer at national level Other
Inadequate training offer at national level I don't know

* 5 Please specify

6 What is your level of mutual trust in cross-border judicial proceedings?
On a scale of 1 (very low) to 5 (excellent).

1 2 3 4 5
I don't 
know

Not 
applicable

* In the field of civil law

* In the field of criminal 
law

7 Please explain why

8 Is there any topic missing from the training on EU law offered to your profession?
Yes
No
I don't know

9 Please, list the topic(s)

10 Should training for justice professionals at the EU-level be completed with training on judicial 
skills, judgecraft and non-legal topics?
For example: judgement writing, case management, communication, IT...
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Yes
No
I don't know

11 Please explain

12 Do justice professionals involved in cross-border cases / judicial cooperation have specific 
training needs on EU law?
On a scale of 1 (not at all) to 5 (completely)

1
2
3
4
5
I don't know

13 Please explain

14 Is the lack of language skills a barrier when it comes to working with peers of another Member 
State?
On a scale of 1 (not a barrier) to 5 (very much a barrier)

1
2
3
4
5
I don't know

15 Any additional comment

16 Are there problems stemming from differences in knowledge of EU law between justice 
professionals of your country and of other Member States?

Yes
No
I don't know

17 Do you think that such differences in knowledge should be reduced?
Yes
No
I don't know
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18 How could these differences in knowledge level be reduced?
(Several answers possible)

Transnational training with participants of different 
nationalities

More training activities on EU law in the Member 
States

Cross-border exchanges of justice professionals Improved training on EU law in the Member 
States

Cooperation between training providers Common repositories/databases about national 
transposition and case-law in other Member 
States

Common training  on EU law for all EU curriculum
justice professionals (per profession)

Other

Common training  on EU law for all EU modules
justice professionals (per profession)

19 Please specify

20 Any additional comment

21 Should there be any prerequisite regarding knowledge of EU law at different times of the career 
of a justice professional?

Yes
No
I don't know

22 At which time(s)?

23 Should there be any prerequisite for the appointment to some professions of justice regarding 
knowledge of a foreign language?

Yes
No
I don't know

24 Why?

25 Should this be a specific foreign language? If yes, which one?
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Training activities on EU law

Please note for all the questions:
Respondents other than individual justice professionals may reply to the questions on behalf of the justice 
profession(s) they represent and/or train.

* 1 Have you followed any training on EU law in the past two years?
Yes
No
Not applicable

* 2 How many training on EU law have you followed in the past two years?
1
2
3
4
5
More
I don't remember

3 How many days of training did you attend in total in the past two years?
Less than 1
1
2
3
4
5
More
I don't remember

4 How useful did you find it?
On a scale of 1 (not useful) to 5 (extremely useful)?

1
2
3
4
5
I don't remember

5 Do you remember having subsequently used in your daily practice the knowledge and/or know-
how you acquired during this/these training(s)?

Yes
No

6 Please specify
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7 What are the criteria you follow to decide whether and which training on EU law to attend?
(Several possible answers)

It is needed to perform my duties
It is compulsory
The topic of the training is a regular topic of my work
The topic of the training is a rare topic of my work
Other

8 Please, specify

9 Do you know how to find good and ready-to-use (online) training material on EU law or law of 
another Member State?

Yes
No
I don't need it

10 To which extent is it easy to find?
On a scale of 1 (not easy at all) to 5 (extremely easy)

1
2
3
4
5

11 Where do you find it?
(Several possible answers)

Your professional intranet
Your professional national association webpage
Your professional EU-level association webpage
The Justice ministry website
The European e-Justice Portal
The European Case Law Identifier (ECLI)
The European Judicial Atlas in civil matters
The European Judicial Atlas in criminal matters
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) Case-law database
Other

12 Please, specify
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13 What are the problems or barriers to find it?

* 14 On average per year, how long is the continuous training on EU law you attend?
Less than 1 day
1 to 2 days
3 to 5 days
6 to 10 days
More
I don't remember

15 Do you consider that the training on EU law you attend every year is enough for your needs?
Yes
No

16 Why? Please specify

17 Do you consider that the training on EU law offered in your country corresponds to your 
needs?

Yes
No
I don't know

18 Please, specify why

19 Please, specify why
(Several possible answers)

There is not enough information about available 
training on EU law

The time when the training is offered does not 
correspond to the time when it is needed

The justice professionals do not have the time to 
attend any training

The training offered is not of enough quality

The content of the training offer does not 
correspond to the needs

The training offered is not enough practice-
oriented

The duration of the training offer is not adequate Other
There is not enough training offer on or including 
EU law

* 20 Please, specify

21 Are cross-border / transnational training activities offered to your profession?
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21 Are cross-border / transnational training activities offered to your profession?
Yes
No
I don't know

22 How useful are these types of training for your needs?
On a scale from 1 (not useful) to 5 (extremely useful)?

1
2
3
4
5
I don't know

23 Is training abroad recognised as fulfilling the national training needs of your profession?
Yes I don't know
No Not applicable

24 Any comment

25 What are the obstacles to participation in cross-border training?
(Several possible answers)

The justice professionals do not need it Other
There are not enough places for all the people willing to participate I don't know
The justice professionals do not have the time Not applicable
Knowledge of a foreign language is a barrier to participation

* 26 Please, specify

27  What type(s) of training activities do you find the most useful for your needs?
        Please, specify

28 Is participation in cross-border exchanges useful for your profession?
On a scale of 1 (not useful) to 5 (extremely useful)

1
2
3
4
5
I don't know
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29 Should cross-border exchanges be compulsory for all new judges and prosecutors?
Yes
No
Maybe, if some conditions are met
I don't know

30 Please, explain

Scope of the European judicial training strategy

1 Are there practitioners other than the ones mentioned here that participate in the justice system 
and could also be in need of training on EU law? (Judges, prosecutors, Court staff, bailiffs or 
enforcement officers, lawyers, notaries, mediators, insolvency practitioners, legal translators, legal 
interpreters, Court experts, prison management and staff, probation officers)

Yes
No
I don't know

2 Please specify which practitioners

3 Please specify their training needs on EU law

4 Please specify at which level these practitioners need training on EU law
Local level
National level
EU-level / cross-border level
I don't know

5 Respect of fundamental rights as enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU and 
of the jurisprudence of the EU Court of Justice on the rule of law is essential. Do you see a need of 
training justice professionals on these topics?

Yes
No
I don't know

6 Please specify why and on which topics
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7 Please specify for which profession(s)
Judge Lawyer Legal translator or interpreter Other
Prosecutor Notary Court expert
Court staff Mediator Prison management and staff
Bailiff or enforcement officer Insolvency practitioner Probation officer

* 8 Please, specify

9 Please specify at which level these practitioners would need this type of training
Local level
National level
EU-level / cross-border level
I don't know

10 Please, specify why

Any other feedback

1 Please, feel free to provide any additional feedback, related either to the evaluation of the 
current European judicial training strategy or to the preparation of the future one or to both.

2 In addition, you can also upload a document providing further information, comments or 
suggestions.
The maximum file size is 1 MB

This public consultation is complemented by a targeted questionnaire addressed to the main 
stakeholders (EU-level training providers for justice professionals, EU-level representatives of justice 
professions and EU-level associations of justice professionals).
It is accessible , should you also wish to reply to it.here

The results of the public consultation will be used, together with other relevant data, to evaluate the 
current European judicial training strategy and to formulate a new one, to support Members States and 
stakeholders in providing training for justice professionals that promotes better application of EU law and 
the delivery of an efficient justice.

Thank you for your contribution.

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/TargetedConsultationEuropeanJudicialTraining
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